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support for the Army took the followin: form., On the bagsls
of reconngissgnce reports recsived in the egrly morning,
the Commgnder in Chlef of the Luftwazffe reéturned the 271:&1.
Bmnber Wing to ths alr flest command for action agginst the
réported transportgtion movements, This renunciation by
the Co:nmande:.r in Chief pf the Luftwagffe of his origlingl
Plan for the commitment of thls tomber wing 1s insxplicable,
8ince both transportation movements were reported préclisely
in the specified probgtle greg of opergtions of the wing,

with the one movement, the southern, even legving the ope=

rational zone of the Flrst jlr Fleet in an egsterly direc-
tion., Nevertheless, the wing wss returned to the First &ir
6L

. Fleet, Under orders from the a2ir fleet the attack by the
2T7th Bomber Wing was carried out ae follows: Wing Headguar-
ters (under Commodre Colonel Behrendt) first sent 1its
he gdoguarters squadron on g tagrget recormglssgnce mission,
with ingtructions to radio ite findinge. On the basis of
the rgdio messgzes thue received, the wing committed zll
three of its groups in the course of the gfterncon. The

62
wing gfter-gction report is revegling in seversl respects.

Concernlng glr defense, gll three returning groups reported

8l. Karlsrune Documsnt Collection.

52. Abridged version in gppendix 33,
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1T
north flank of the Tenth &4rmy actuslly devsloped lster.
This eminently important question was clarified sho rtdy
before midnight of the third dgy of bgttle in 3 brlefing
given to the Luftwgffe Operations Staff by the Wehrmacht

High Command, Here it wae established that a 1lgrge-scale

Folish transportatlon movement from Wreschen and Ksglish
to the Lecznlcg-Pablanice-Lodz ares had comménced on 3 Sep=
Lember, where 120 rgilwgy trgins had been detected on the
foremoon of this dgy glone, The Wehrmacht High Commgnd eX=
preéssed the opinion that these movements might be comected
with the Polish concentration reported by amy Group South
around Lodz, which would advgnce to gttgek the left flank of
.  the German Tenth grmy. At the same time the Wehrmgoht High
Command drew attention to troop movements within ﬁhe souther
71
Pollsh command. It gppears thus that at this juncturs the
Wehrmacht High Commgnd hed formed a2 more comprehensive and
more gecurgite inlterpretation of the oversll rail traffic
titugtion in Poland thgn that formed by the Commgnder in
Chief of the Luftwaffe, Hou—evef, thie more geeurgte inter-
pretgtlon wae bgsed on reconnaglssance reéports from the ATy
gince the daily report'of the Luftwgffe Genergl with the

Conmgnder in Chief of the Army on the recommaissgnce zetivie

tles of the army air units comfiprmed the reports of lively
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September would aglso coneider herself at war with Germany
from 1700 hours ons Because of thls new development in the
overgll situgtion, which undubtedly came as g political gnd
military surprise for the Supreme German commgnd, the Command
&r: in Chief of the Luftwaffe gt 2100 hours issued Directive
(4
# 2 for the Second snd Third Air Fleete, in the wast, which
contgined instructions for the conduct of alr warfare agsinst
. Britagin gund Frgice. [ae now clearly @stlzhlisnsd Fact of o
war on two fronts changed nothing in the conduct of operation
in Polgnd, where the objective remained that of gccelergted
progress gnd g speedy successful end of the Polish caupalsu.

45 hgd been dome on the previous days, the Firet gnd

Fourth 4ir Fleete agalu lssued their directives and orders to
their subordinate units on the bgsis of the instructions re-
celved Ifrom the Luftwaffe High Command.

The first alr Fleet, tgking the warning order for &
Septenmber from the Commgnder in Caief of the Luftwaffe a8 g
Daslis, gt 1544 lssued the following order to the lst glr Divid
8lon, Luftwgffe Command Egstern Prussia, the 123d Recomnais-
8gnee Group, gnd the 27th Bomber Wing:

Maln emphgsis will bs on c;peratio ns suppo rting the

Aruy through gttacks agginst Folish rear communicgtions,

columna, and concentrgtions, particulgrly in the Sromberg
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been true only of the First Alr Fleet, It 1s hard to under-

stgnd why this grrapgement had not been mgde in the cgse of
wth gir fleets from the outset, The 1agst paragraph of the
order referring to the missions of fir Aduinistrgtive fgreg

Command VIII gleo is closely conneécted with this chignged

chain of command.77
By widnight of 3=4 Sesptember the situsgtion on ths
ground chenged considsrably. 7% The new boundary line betae
weéen the two army groupe mentioned in the grnex extended
the responsibllities of gmy Group South considsrgbly far-
ther morth in the Fosen aréa, a chagnge which sesms 1o have
beeén mapde exclusively for regsons of the conduct of army
. operations, The boundary line between the two air fleeis,
in contraet, was not changeds The weather continued to im=-
prove on 4 September gnd the situgtion on the whole was
moré quiets It wgs still cloudy im the Carpgthian agnd
foothill areas, but the wegther wgs clegr in the rest of
Foland, gpart from g few pglches of morning fog. Eresum-
: ably the tactical girfields of the First jir Flest wers
fog-ound in the morning, since thes u:ﬂ.ilts stgtioned in
Pomerania only comme ceéd operating in the 1ate forsncon;
in the commgnd zone of the Fourth gir Fleet zir operations

wmrenced early in the morning, so that weather conditions
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26
this dgy of combat, Thies dlrective wzs worded a8 followes
Magln effort for the day remains gt Tenth Army,

wlth speclal emphzsls on interdiction of rail mutes
from Lodz to Warsaw and from Kielce to Deblin., These
missions tgke precedence over operations ggainst rail

routes south of Lvov,
Thie wae the flrst instance of interference by the Come
mgnder in Chlef of the Luftwaffe in the control of lower

level units which later was to complicate the onduct of

opérgtlons. The directive contains nothing new but permits

the gssumption that, at least around midday on 5 Septesmber,
the Cpumgndér in Chief of the Luftwaffe still counted on

. a uniform Polish withdrawal agll glong the line to behind
the Vistula River.

The Fourth 3ir Fleet committed its forces in accordsnce
with the origingl directive, # 4, and with the new directive
to the 24 Air Divielon, Insofar g8 the agir fleet's opera-
tions can be reconstructed they are summarized in g separate

97
table. 4n evglustion of these opergtions produces the fol-

lowing pictures Maln emphasis obviously still wae on inter=

dictlon of rail gnd road routes in the southern ar<as with

96, Unfortunately, noc detzil informgtion is avallgble con-
cerning this dlrective by the Commgnder in Chief of the
Luftwaffe,

OT7. fppendix 49,
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Ihe alove prepargtory directive wgs followed &t 1740

o
=)
n
U
o
G

ptember by Directive # 5 to oth air fleets for 6
Septenber g8 follows:
1. Enphgasis in combat agctivities will remsin on

support for the Army., First jir Fleet will operste in

menis of 1st Divislon will transfer to Egstern Pruesia,.

Fourth Alr Fleet will operate in front of Tenth Army in

Klelce-Lodz greg, Elements will be held ready for action

adelnst

eptember: Present 1ine to Kutno

(First @ir Fleet) to Sochazew to Flonie to Pruskow to

“org=Eplwaria to Vistulag as far gs Pulawy to Lublin o

é8ponsible for river

1

Fleet will conduct reconnaglssance

arcund Biglysiok, Fourth Alr Fleet in the Sandmierz=

are' bull ging up.
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